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one seems to expect some great political stroke, some wide- Eliza-
reaching act that will settle the vexed question.   There is, religio
of course, nothing of the kind.   The details of " the Eliza- SSt"
bethan Settlement" are not striking.   Compared with the
fierce changes of the last reigns they seem moderate.   As
Pole was dead, the Archbishopric of Canterbury was vacant.
It was given to Matthew Parker, a moderate Protestant.
Elizabeth followed this by granting leave for the Lord's
Prayer, the Creed, the Commandments to be said in English
in the Church service, and for the gospel and epistle to be
read from the English version.    In 1559 Parliament met
and drew up the Settlement.  Briefly the details of it were:
1.  The Repeal of the Act of 1554,   Thus once more the
'Papal power in England was abolished, and Henry VIIFs papal
ecclesiastical legislation brought into force again.
2.  An Act of Supremacy, declaring the Queen to be Act of
" supreme of all persons and causes ecclesiastical as well Sacy"
as civil".                                                                               (1559)
3.  An Act of Uniformity, accepting (in the main) Edward Act of
VI's Second Prayer Book; and laying down that vestments Yo^it
of the clergy and ornaments of the churches were to be as
established by Parliament in the second year of Edward VL The
The " Articles of Religion " of Edward VI, reduced from Book*
43 to 39, were re-enacted.
It seems little on which to base a great Church settlement;
not much that was remarkable, nothing that was exactly
new. On the other hand it was conspicuously wise. The
first Act was inevitable: England would never again accept
the Papal power. But this blow once struck, everything was
done to spare the wounded feelings of the Catholic party.
The Act of Supremacy is far more cautious than Henry
VIIFs blunt declaration that he was " Head of the Church ",
and only office holders had to take the oath; the ordinary
layman was left alone. The Prayer Book is the Prayer Book T
which we have to-day; and no word against Rome is in it,
There was such a clause in Edward's Prayer Book, but